Global Studies Global Disparities Date:

Summary of Dambisa Moyo's Main Theses on Aid and Africa

1. Aid as a Problem: Moyo argues that Africa does not need more aid; it needs less.
Aid perpetuates dependency and undermines accountability.

2. Accountability to Citizens: African governments should be accountable to their
citizens rather than to foreign donors, fostering better governance and service
delivery.

3. Critique of the Aid Industry: The aid industry has created vested interests among
NGOs, academics, and policymakers, which perpetuates the cycle of dependency
and poverty.

4. Economic Independence: Moyo advocates for African countries to engage with
capital markets and attract investment instead of relying on government-to-
government aid.

5. Impact on Leadership: The aid model can corrupt good leaders and enable bad
leaders, reducing the incentive for effective governance.

6. Temporary Relief vs. Long-term Growth: Humanitarian aid may provide short-term
relief but does not lead to sustainable economic growth.

7. Pity vs. Empowerment: The aid model stems from a perception of Africa as
helpless, which undermines the continent's potential for self-sufficiency and growth.

8. Job Creation and Economic Growth: The current aid model has failed to create
jobs or promote economic development, leading to increased poverty.

9. Vision for the Future: Moyo envisions an Africa with growth rates comparable to
China and India, characterized by greater economic and political participation from
citizens.



