
 
Global Studies Global Disparities Date: 

 
 
 

Classification of countries  

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

35 

Industrialized Countries (ICs) 

Industrialized countries, also known as developed countries or high-income countries, are 

characterized by advanced technological infrastructure, high levels of industrialization, and high 

per capita income. These nations typically have well-established economies, robust healthcare 

systems, and comprehensive educational opportunities. The quality of life in industrialized 

countries is generally high, with access to a wide range of services and amenities. Industrialized 

countries often lead in innovation and research and development, contributing significantly to 

global economic growth. Examples of industrialized countries include the United States, 

Germany, and Japan.  

 

Emerging Countries / Countries in Transition 

Those countries are experiencing rapid economic growth and industrialization. They are 

transitioning from developing to more developed economic status, characterized by increasing 

integration into the global economy, growing middle classes, and improving infrastructure. These 

nations often attract significant foreign investment and demonstrate substantial improvements in 

HDI. Examples of emerging countries include China, Brazil, and India. 

 

Less Developed Countries (LDCs) 

Less developed countries (LDCs) have low levels of industrialization, very low per capita income, 

and low HDI scores. These countries struggle with significant socio-economic challenges, 

including widespread poverty, poor healthcare, and limited educational opportunities. They are 

often heavily reliant on agriculture and have less diversified economies. The UN uses specific 

criteria, including income levels, human assets, and economic vulnerability, to classify LDCs. 

Examples include Haiti, Afghanistan, and Mozambique. 

 

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

The least developed countries are a subset of the less developed countries, identified by the 

United Nations as having the lowest indicators of socioeconomic development. These nations 

suffer from extreme poverty, weak human assets, and high economic vulnerability. The UN 

classifies LDCs based on criteria such as gross national income (GNI) per capita, human asset 

index (HAI), and economic vulnerability index (EVI). As of 2023, there are 46 countries classified 

as LDCs, including countries like Chad, Malawi, and Nepal. 

 

Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) 

Landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) are nations without access to the sea, posing 

significant logistical and economic challenges. Being landlocked increases transportation costs 

and dependency on neighbouring countries for port access, which can hinder trade and 

economic growth. The United Nations recognizes 32 LLDCs, which face unique development 

obstacles due to their geographical disadvantage. Examples include Bolivia, Ethiopia, and 

Mongolia. 

 

Industrialized Countries (ICs)                 Emerging Countries / Countries in Transition 

Less Developed Countries (LDCs)              Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) 

 

source: KI (Prompt: “Define terms to describe and classify countries according to the UN”, 16.06.2024, adapted. 
  

 


